
  

 
 

            

 

    District I Component of the AAE in Collaboration with the Edward C. Penick Endodontic Study Club 

 

Date:  January 29, 2026 
 
Venue: Maggiano’s Little Italy – Friendship Heights 
 
Meeting Schedule (In-person meeting): 
Cocktail ½ Hour: 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
Dinner and Business Meeting: 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. 
Lecture: 6:45 to 8:30 p.m. 
Q & A: 8:30 to 8:45 p.m. 
 
Speaker: Dr. Ronald Ordinola Zapata 
   
Lecture Topic: Innovations in root canal disinfection and understanding the endodontic-
periodontic lesion. 
 
Lecture Synopsis: 
The removal of bacterial biofilms and their byproducts is critical for apical periodontitis healing. 
A detailed knowledge of the root canal anatomy, the endodontic microbiome, the periodontal 
condition, the restorative prognosis and the overall patient’s health should be considered to 
determine the endodontic prognosis. The disinfection of the root canal system has traditionally 
been accomplished through mechanical debridement and the application of proteolytic 
solutions. Specific clinical scenarios have demonstrated that the neutralization of root canal 
contents can be accomplished only with irrigants and minimal dentin removal. The question of 
whether the disinfection of the root canal procedure could be achieved with or without 
enhanced irrigation arises.  
 
In the second part of this presentation, we will address the relationship of the dental pulp and 
the periodontium. Multiple anatomical and iatrogenic pathways can communicate these tissues 
in both health and disease. These pathways include furcation canals, dentinal cracks, and 
vertical root fractures.  In other cases, a cemental root fracture (cemental tear) can mimic 
periapical pathosis. It is generally agreed that the dental pulp and its necrotic content affect the 
periodontal tissues. A controversy exists over the ability of periodontal disease to affect the 
dental pulp.  During this presentation, we will review diagnostic techniques, the prognosis, and 
treatment alternatives for endo/perio lesions. 
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Learning Objectives: At the conclusion of this lecture, the participants should be able to: 

1.Discuss modern concepts in endodontic microbiology and disinfection of the root canal 
system. 

2.Evaluate the characteristics and clinical presentation of endo-perio lesions. 

3.Discuss the clinical presentation of cracked teeth, vertical root fractures and cemental tears. 

About the Speaker:  
 

 
 

Bio: 
Dr. Ordinola-Zapata is a Diplomate of the American Board of Endodontics, and a tenured 
Associate Professor at the Endodontic Division University of Minnesota School of Dentistry. He 
completed both his MS and PhD at the University of Sao Paulo in Brazil. After completing his 
residency in endodontics at the Albert Einstein Medical Center in Philadelphia, he obtained a 
certificate in clinical research from the School of Public Health at the University of Minnesota. 
In his career, Dr Ordinola-Zapata has published more than 100 scientific manuscripts in peer-
reviewed journals. His research focuses on endodontic microbiology, root canal anatomy and 
disinfection of the root canal system. Dr Ordinola-Zapata serves as Associate Editor of the 
Journal of Endodontics. He also is a former Associate Editor of the International Endodontic 
Journal and is a member of the AAE Research and Scientific affairs committee. 

Speaker Disclosure: In accordance with Club policy, Dr. Zapata does not have any conflicts of 
interest to declare including receipt of gifts in kind, consulting affiliations, monetary 
compensation, or other personal interests in a product, service, course, or company. 

Meeting Announcements and Information: 
All fees for this meeting are inclusive of your Penick membership dues. There is no penalty for 
canceling.  Questions should be directed to the Penick Study Club Secretary at 
PenickEndo@gmail.com. Attendance will be documented at each meeting.  It is the 
responsibility of each attendee to follow the prescribed procedure for confirming attendance 
during each meeting.  Declarations of attendance following the meeting will not be accepted.  
Members will receive one electronic form after the final Penick Study Club meeting that will list 
all meetings attended and the total corresponding CE credit hours earned. Up-to-date meeting 
information will be posted on the Penick website: www.penickstudyclub.com and on the Penick 
Endodontic Study Club Facebook page. 
 
Prerequisites: 
All attendees must be licensed dentists and members or registered guests of the Penick 
Endodontic Study Club. There are no prerequisites for this course. 
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2 CE Hour(s) will be awarded: 
AAE District I is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider approved by the American Association of 
Endodontists.  ADA CERP is a service of the American Dental Association to assist dental 
professionals in identifying quality providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does 
not approve or endorse individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of 
credit hours by boards of dentistry. District 1 designates this activity for 2 continuing 
education credits. Concerns or complaints about a CE provider may be directed to the provider 
or to the Commission for Continuing Education Provider Recognition at ADA.org/CERP. 
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